The History of the Earth

Project Due_____________________________

   
You have been randomly assigned a time period in the earth’s history.  You are a paleontologist.  You want to get money to support research on your time period.  Your classmates also want to get money for research on their periods.  Your job is to convince the people giving out the money that your time period was so important that you deserve to get a lot of money to study it more.  To do this, you must prepare

1. A short written report.  In this report you will,

a. Briefly, give the basic facts about the time period (its name, when it occurred, and what the earth looked like then, etc.)  Remember that when you list the years of your time period, you must write the bigger number first.  Remember that it is Millions (or Billions) of years ago.  

b. Describe several of the major events that occurred during that period.  Can you find out what the weather was like?  Did it change during the time period?  Did the continents move together or apart?  Did a completely new kind of creature appear?  Did something happen to make an old creature die out?  

c. When each of these events happened, what changed on the earth?  

d. Select an event that you think caused great change. Suppose this event hadn’t happened.  Imagine how the earth would be different today.  Describe the differences you imagine and also what things you think would not have changed.

e. End your report by summarizing why your time period was very important.

Your report must be typed using a 12 point font with 1½ or double spacing.  I will check.

2. A visual display that represents the event you selected.  You may do this visual display in whatever way you think best shows this event and the effects it had.  Along with your display you must include a card with your name, the time period, its dates and a description of the event you are showing and its effects.

Group presentation 
When scientists actually write proposals (big papers that ask different people for money), their ideas are reviewed by other scientists.  We will do something like this.  When you have completed your report and display, I will separate you into groups.  Each group will meet together.  Your job will be to teach every member of your group about your time period.  As a group, you will prepare a Powerpoint presentation.  Your presentation will give the brief facts about each time period.  You will describe the events that occurred during the Era or Period.  You will include graphics from web sites, and online encyclopedias. You will then share your guess as to what the earth would look like if the events during your time periods didn’t occur.

	Precambrian – Hadean

	Precambrian - Achaean

	Precambrian - Proterozoic

	Cambrian Period

	Ordovician Period

	Silurian Period

	Devonian Period

	Carboniferous –Pennsylvanian

	Carboniferous - Mississippian

	Permian Period

	Triassic Period

	Jurassic Period 

	Cretaceous Period - Plants

	Cretaceous Period - animals

	Paleocene Epoch

	Eocene Epoch

	Oligocene Epoch

	Miocene Epoch

	Pliocene Epoch

	Pleistocene Epoch

	Holocene


